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The topic of doctoral persistence has been at the center of discussion in this course for the last two weeks. When it comes to qualitative research, knowing how to construct the right interview questions will help you address the suggested issue statement about how PhD students persevere in finishing their degrees and the variables that may prohibit them from doing so. While there is a wealth of research about doctorate persistence, I believe the strategy I used to handle the subject from my narrative design project was more comprehensive. I feel that by learning about the student's history, economic background, and surroundings, I will be able to better comprehend the aspects that contribute to their persistence in doctorate school (Qu, 2011). In order to respond to the problem description, the qualitative research question is as follows. What are some of the obstacles that a student can face in finishing his or her doctoral studies? The following issue statement will be better understood if you answer this question. The goal of this qualitative narrative design research is to learn about and characterize the elements that influence graduate students' doctoral persistence. This point in the study, the capacity to complete what one begins will be used to determine doctorate perseverance in business students.
It is vital for the researcher to be attentive to the requirements of the students being examined while creating the correct interview questions to determine what reasons impede students from completing doctoral studies. “The interviewer must react respectfully to disparities in the way the interviewees interpret the world,”. When sensitive regions have been penetrated, the interviewer should utilize "throwaway questions" to assist the subject relax. The correct questions will reveal how certain variables may be to blame for certain students' failure to complete their doctoral degree program (Creswell, 2018). Several candidates will be interviewed in order to gather and evaluate information about their lives in order to better understand why they do not finish their doctoral programs and what can be done to help them persevere. Below are the five interview questions.
I. What influence does a student's financial situation have in their determination to finish their degree program?
II. What role does family support play in the lives of doctorate students who want to finish their degree?
III. Is it true that being a parent, especially a woman, is a deterrent to pursuing a doctorate? Why or why not?
IV. What additional factors do you believe deter graduate students from continuing their education? Can these factors be easily overcome? If not why?
V. What recommendations would you provide to a potential Doctoral candidate on how to persist on doctoral program?
For this research, a focus group of Liberty University graduate students who have finished Doctoral studies will be interviewed. Individual interviews will be employed instead of group interviews due to the sensitivity of variables that limit doctorate perseverance. Focus groups are more convenient for both the interviewer as well as the interviewees since they save time. However, since “problems emerge with online focus groups, such as gaining proper informed permission, recruiting persons to participate, and picking times to meet given various international time zones,” the interviews will take place on campus.
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